
 
 
                                                                         
 

 

 

 

Webinar: Lifelong Learning, Learning Cities and 
Smart Cities 

 

2 December 2021, 10:00-11.30h CET; 17:00-18:30h GMT+8 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) cordially invite 
you to the webinar ‘Lifelong Learning, Learning Cities and Smart Cities’ on 2 December 2021. 

It will present the recently published ADB book ‘Powering a Learning Society During an Age of 
Disruption’, with contributions from policymakers, practitioners, and researchers. The book emphasizes 
the need to build learning societies and engage many stakeholders for sustainable and lifelong learning. 
How to realize this in urban areas and specifically in learning cities is the topic of a contribution by the 
UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning in the publication.  

With half the world’s population now living in cities, a learning city seeks to offer composite lifelong 
learning through different actors, be they local governments, institutions or communities. A learning 
city promotes education and learning opportunities for all, young or old, in formal or non-formal 
settings and particularly reaching the disadvantaged and vulnerable.   

With the rise of disruptive technologies, smart cities aim to put technology to work for the benefit of 
citizens. On the one hand, smart education is a component in smart city development, incorporating 
elements of e-learning infrastructure, digital tools and innovations through education technologies. On 
the other hand, smart city development requires skilled and educated workforce that education 
systems need to invest in terms of education and training.  

This joint webinar by the Asian Development Bank and the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning will 
explore the importance of lifelong learning, the gains made in learning cities and smart cities and the 
contemporary role of education and skills development in the context of urban agglomerations. As 
digitalization gathers pace, it is important to ensure equity and inclusion while putting the best of 
technology to work for the betterment of education. The webinar in particular will unpack the 
interconnections between education and other components that make up smart and livable cities and 
serve the future needs of economies and societies.  

Draft Agenda 

2 December 2021 

10:00 – 10:10 CET 

17:00 – 17:10 
GMT+8 

Welcome  

Dr Ethel Agnes P. Valenzuela, Director, Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization 
(SEAMEO), member of UNESCO Institute of Lifelong Learning Governing Board  
 



 
 
                                                                         
 

 

 

10:10 – 10:40 CET 

17:10 – 17:40 
GMT+8 

‘Powering a Learning Society During an Age of Disruption’ – perspectives of selected 
authors 
 

• Sungsup Ra, Chair, Education Sector Committee, Asian Development Bank 

• David Atchoarena, Director UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning 

• Shanti Jagannathan, Principal Education Specialist, Asian Development Bank 

 

10:40 – 11:00 CET 

17:40 – 18:00 
GMT+8 

Panelists ‘Insights on learning and training for livable cities’ 

• Diane Tabbagh, learning city focal point, UNESCO learning city of Wyndham, 
Australia  

• Michael Osborne, Professor of Adult and Lifelong Learning, University of Glasgow  

11:00 – 11:20 CET 

18:00 – 18:20 
GMT+8 

Question and answers 

11.20 – 11:30h CET 

18:20 – 17:30 
GMT+8 

Closing Remarks 

• Christina Drews, UNESCO Global Learning Cities Network 

• Brajesh Panth, Chief of Education Sector Group, Asian Development Bank 

 

 

Registration 

When: Dec 2, 2021 10:00 AM Amsterdam, Berlin, Rome, Stockholm, Vienna 

Topic: Lifelong Learning, Learning Cities and Smart Cities 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89815627731?pwd=NUV4S2FSQzhhYUV6VWNLamRQMUFFUT09 

Passcode: 914283 

Or One tap mobile :  

    US: +13462487799,,89815627731#,,,,*914283#  or +16465588656,,89815627731#,,,,*914283#  

Or Telephone: 

    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

        US: +1 346 248 7799  or +1 646 558 8656  or +1 669 900 9128  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 301 715 
8592  or +1 312 626 6799  

Webinar ID: 898 1562 7731 

Passcode: 914283 

    International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/klQSStyLI 

Working language 

English 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89815627731?pwd=NUV4S2FSQzhhYUV6VWNLamRQMUFFUT09

