BAICE Annual Conference 2008
4-6 September, 2008

Announcement and Call for Papers

Theme: Internationalisation in Education: Culture, Context and Difference

The 2008 conference of the British Association for International and Comparative Education (BAICE) will be held at the University of Glasgow, Kelvin Conference Centre, Glasgow, Scotland, UK.
In this conference the theme of internationalisation and its multiple meanings will be explored for governments, universities, further education providers, schools and other education agencies. To what degree is internationalisation merely a convenient label for the commercial exploitation of education? Does internationalisation mean the same as globalisation? How is local culture compromised or enhanced by an emphasis on international education? How is difference configured into an international social, cultural, economic and educational agenda? Is the idea of social justice subservient to economic considerations in internationalisation discourse? These and other related questions will be explored throughout this 2008 Conference.

While the over-arching theme for this conference is Internationalisation in education: culture, context and difference, the following sub-themes have been identified as contributory and a major basis for dialogue and debate:

1. Issues of globalisation: culture and context

How are globalisation and internationalisation connected and to what effects?

Can education help produce “global citizens”?

Can globalisation encompass a social justice ethic?

What are the dangers of globalisation and how might we confront them?

2. Universalist approaches to education

Are generic approaches in education still relevant?

How do or should Northern views of education relate to Southern perspectives?

What is the place of indigenous knowledge(s) in an (inter)national context?

3. Pedagogies of practice in international contexts

What variations of pedagogy are practised and with what impact?

Are there specific pedagogies based on gender, race/ethnicity, social class and geography?

4. Perspectives of lifelong learning in an international context

What is the meaning of lifelong education in specific cultural contexts?

To what extent has vocational education subsumed other forms of lifelong education across the globe and what might our responses be to it?

5. The interface of national and international educational policy

To what degree is educational policy development and implementation subject to global forces, and how is this reshaping the nature of education?

Do prevailing economic imperatives swamp autonomous national policy development in education?

How has privatisation been played out in both local and global contexts and to what effect(s)?

6. Methodological issues in comparative studies

What approaches are useful for international comparisons?

Is it really possible to validly compare across cultures?

What innovative methodological strategies emerge from international educational work?

7. Gender issues in the internationalisation agenda

To what extent is the plea for greater internationalisation based on a masculine agenda?

To what extent have gendered roles changed in education as a result of internationalisation?

How do cultural and/or political dynamics affect gendered identities in specific countries?

Offers of papers, including an abstract of no more than 250 words, should be submitted by Monday 31 March, 2008, to:

BAICE 2008

Faculty of Education

University of Glasgow

St Andrew’s Building

11 Eldon Street

Glasgow G3 6NH

Scotland, UK.

Or by e-mail to Joyce Lang:

j.lang@educ.gla.ac.uk
Applicants should clearly indicate which one of the six sub-themes their papers are addressing or to which it relates most closely.

Conference Venue: Kelvin Conference Centre, University of Glasgow, Garscube
The University of Glasgow, established in 1451, has a proud history for intellectual stimulation, creativity and first-rate scholarship. At this conference we intend to recreate and enact these qualities in the purpose-built venue at Garscube, situated just a few miles from the centre of Glasgow city.

The city of Glasgow is no longer the tired industrial city of the past. Today it is one of Britain’s prominent cities of culture and a truly vibrant place for entertainment, many attractions and exciting events. As the largest city in Scotland, established on the back of hard work and invention, it offers visitors excellent restaurants, a great theatre and arts scene and a friendly welcome.

The conference will endeavour to encapsulate aspects of Scottish culture. Expect to be involved in a ceilidh. A wee dram of whiskey will not get wasted. Come ready to meet plenty of people in kilts!

Getting to Glasgow

There are excellent public transport links to the West of Scotland via air, train or bus. Visitors can fly into Glasgow International Airport to the southwest (about 8 miles from the centre) or Prestwick Airport on Ryanair around 35 miles to the south. Train services from England are regular and bring visitors into Glasgow Central Station. The Buchanan Bus centre is the main point of access for buses.

Full details on tourism and travel can be found on the Glasgow City Council website (www.glasgow.gov.uk), the Glasgow Tourist Information Centre (www.seeglasgow.com) or the University of Glasgow Visitor Centre (www.gla.ac.uk/visitors/visitorcentre).
Conference fees and registration

Fees to be announced. Accommodation is to be located on site at the Kelvin Conference Centre, Garscube.

For further information.

Contact either:

Joyce Lang, DACE, Faculty of Education, University of Glasgow 

Tel +44 (0) 141 330 1833
Fax +44 (0) 141 330 1821

or:

Kathy Maclachlan, DACE, k.maclachlan@educ.gla.ac.uk
Tel +44 (0)141 330 1848.

Be sure to check the BAICE website for updated information:

www.baice.ac.uk
We look forward to seeing you in Glasgow in September 2008!
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