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World Social Forum Global Day of Action: January 26, 2008
ICAE Call for Action 

It is people’s dignity, initiative and actions that hold the key to the future!
Another world free from starvation, discrimination and environmental degradation is possible. However, this vital goal is absolutely unattainable without the exercise by each and all citizens of their right to learn and increase their capacity for action throughout their lifetimes.

Our collective future will remain at risk in as long as we fail to achieve, in all continents, the full implementation of every child’s right to basic education.  We can no longer tolerate the blatant disregard for and violation of the universal right of girls and boys to continued and undisrupted education. This is a violation reflected in the increasing costs of primary education borne by parents, as well as in the fate of 80 million children who are without access to even one year of schooling. While the goal of realizing the universal right to education is far from its reach, we find hope in the limited but significant progress made in the recent years concerning primary education. This reveals that another state of education in the world is possible! 

The local and global challenges that we are confronted with cannot be adequately tackled without guaranteeing and promoting the right of youth and adults -- women and men -- to learn and practice the many skills of creative and productive citizenship. In this light, we are disconcerted with the fact that 750 million adults are deprived of their fundamental right to literacy (the majority of whom are women). Further, we condemn the blatant disregard for the Education for All goals two and three, by various governments and international cooperation agencies the world over.

In view of the Millennium Development Goals, we take the position that universal lifelong learning should not be its result, rather a prerequisite towards its achievement!

We, the members and networks of the International Council for Adult Education, call upon all governments and all international cooperation agencies to act -- to act concretely; to revive and reinforce the priority over children’s education; and to radically challenge and alter the current laissez-faire on adult literacy.

On this Global Day of Action, we also draw the attention of parliamentarians worldwide to take stock of the plight of the girls and boys around them and listen to the voices of the children who are silently screaming the words “Do not forget… we are lending you this planet in which we will have tomorrow to live and to survive in”!

On the 26th of January 2008, we call upon decision-makers worldwide to take a pause, peer through their windows and envision another world that benefits humanity -- both women and men.

We invite all citizens in all continents to do the same and imagine the possibility of a new future -- to dream of a dynamic and learning society -- to put their imaginations to test and take concerted action working towards an inter-learning planet.

It is people’s dignity, initiative and actions that hold the key to the future. This is why education is and must be,  in all instances,  an absolute priority!
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