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T he Spanish Constitution of 1978 defined Spain as a regional state composed of autonomous 
communities. As a result of this, and the later establishment of the autonomous communities’ 
parliaments and governments, the responsibilities supporting their existence were transferred to 

the communities. The responsibility for universities was transferred to Catalonia in 1985. After almost three 
decades of Catalan public universities being managed by the Catalan Government, universities in Catalonia 
– and in Spain as a whole – have evolved in ways that, in some respects, could be considered very positive. 
However, the transfer of responsibility for universities is limited, as the Central Government reserves the right 
to decide on certain issues that are very important as far as university management is concerned, such as: 
university governance, public fees and grants policies, academic staff – the Central Government sets the 
conditions upon which permanent university professors join the university and develop an academic career, 
as well as their salaries – and other aspects of academic policies. These determining factors undoubtedly 
restrict universities’ capability of contributing to the improvement of the competitiveness of the Catalan 
economy and the well-being of its citizens.

With this objective in mind, a considerable number of European countries have faced significant changes on 
their university models over recent years, whereas meanwhile, in Spain, legal reforms have focused on issues 
that can hardly be considered relevant. As several studies on the subject have proven, the unquestionable 
impact that the university system has had on the Catalan economy and society could be further increased if 
some of the constraints it faces could be removed – as observed by a recent OECD study on the contribution 
of Catalan universities to regional development.
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