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Crises have occurred regu\ar\y in the history of Euw*peaw poltical integration. The crisis that
the European Union (EU) has been traversing since 2010 is, however, its despest, most
intractaole and most protracted. The uniguely high level and scope of poltical integration
that has developed in Europe over the last 60 vears is primarly attributable to the strong
support that successive German governments have given to his process. Whether, how
and to what extent the EU survives the current crisis is therefore likely to depend heavily
on the orientation of German European policy. Douglas VWebber will describe the historical
evolution of this policy, explain why Germany has so long been 'pro-European’ and analyse
how and why its European policy has shifted since the end of the Cold War and the
onset of the global financial and Ew ro zone crises. He will argue that, as Germany has
increasingly become the EU's 'hegemonic’ power, its commitment to European integration
has weakened and become significantly more brittle and uncertain, VWith the end of the Euro

zone crisis not yet in sight, Europe today is thus perched perilously betwe N (closer) palitical
integration and disintegration

DOUGLAS WEBBER s Professor of Political Science at the international business
school, . ‘ e campus in Fontainebleau, France. Before joining
\N:EHD:UL,”]\J“ WOr K,d atk the universities of Strathclyde and 3 xas well as
at the Max Planck Institute for Th :Tui of Societies at Cologne. From 1995 t 97M~\
a Robert Schumean Fellow at the European University Institute, Florence. | 1@ has published
several books and edited volumes and numerous journal articles in social Sci@me joumnals
in Britain, Germany and the United States on issues of German poalitics and foreign policy,
Franco-German relations, EU politics and European and Asian regional political integration,
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In 1990, John Mearsheimer argued in Foreign Affairs that we would "soon miss the
Cold War’.  Germany, Mearsheimer asserted, would grow closer to Russia; Germany's
salidarity with the NATO alliance would no longer be as stable and predictable; and German
governments would become more assertive in advancing their national interests, both
within-and outside Europe. A unified Germany, no longer entirely dependent upon
Washington for its security, would also have fewer reasons to be committed to the EU
integration process. The post-Cold War period also saw German govermments re-
orient their foreign economic policy towards the EUs eastem periphery, as well as East REMY DAVISON

and South Asia and the Americas. The German industrial and financial sectors have MONASH UNIVERSITY
become increasingly integrated with emerging markets, thus reducing Germany’s level of

interdependence with its EU economic partners, Remy Davison argues that the

fragmentation of the Berlin-Paris-Brussels consensus, combined with Germany's regional

hegemonic status, has meant that Berlin's EU partners are increasingly compeled to comply

with the German model of European integration.

Dr REMY DAVISON is Jean Monnet Chair in Palitics & Economics in the

Department of Pdlitics and International Relations at Monash University, and

Associate Director of the Monash European and EU Centre (MEEUC). He

previously held appointments at the University of Melooume, Griffith University

University, La Trobe University and the University of Tasmania. He is the author

of The Padlitical Economy of Single Market Europe (201 1); Foreign Palicies

of the Great and Emerging Powers (2008); and The New Global Politics of For more
the Asia-Pacific (2004; 2012; 2016), nformation
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