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1. Second International Forum on Urban-Rural

Linkages (IFURL2)

» SONGYANG COUNTY: HOST OF TWO IFURLs

QO  DEMOGRAPHY 7% LANDSCAPE 2 URBANIZATION ECONOMY
=2 f M ad
h. 'l 406 km2 B3 80% 800/0 live in rural areas Migrﬁﬁ?ﬁ:ic activity:
l 15’2-:_\5 mountainous RN 20% | b » Traditional artisanal craft
ive in urban areas -
ﬁo,g“ 240'000 S%@ 1 0% 203 villages
g inhabitants AN \risv(é?;/ered by - e
10% ' i
: 2y (@R of farming H
; He o |
® ° °

Songyang county has been described in many publications
as among the most beautiful villages in China and the last
“fairyland” in Jiangnan. Itis located in the southwest of Zhejiang
province, China in the foothills of Changsong Mountain, and
is surrounded by mountains on four sides. The landscape is
80 percent mountainous, 10 percent rivers and 10 percent
agriculture with a total area of 1406 km? which has around
203 villages. The county has a population of 240,000. 80 per
cent of whom reside in rural areas and the other 20 per cent
in urban areas. With majority of the population living in rural
areas and the geographic features of the region, agriculture is
a main economic activity as well as traditional artisanal craft
which are still operational.

Until the last decade, the local community of the county faced
challenges from a decline in economic activities, including
unemployment and migration of youth to cities for jobs. To
overcome such challenges, in January 2014, the DnA - Design
and Architecture Company implemented the “Architectural
Acupuncture" strategy through collective collaborations
between architects and county government, local communities,
and traditional craftsmen.

These collaborations led to tailored interventions in traditional
villages of Songyang. For example, the public spaces and
programmes of the Pingtian Village Centre were renovated
using sustainable technology while in Shicang village the
Hakka Indenture Museum was built using local stones and
construction techniques. The restored and renovated spaces
were opened to tourism that began to flourish in this area.
This development created economic activities generating
employment, developing a sense of cultural identity and the
satisfaction from restoration in the local community. It also
attracted young people to move back to rural areas from
major Chinese cities. Building on the agricultural landscape of
the region, in Caizhai Village a traditional tofu manufacturing
unit was built as an extension of the landscape and village
fabric. These and other projects in Songyang county also
illustrate the application of several principles from the URL-
GP such as principle 5, Balanced Partnerships, and principle
9, Participatory Engagement, considering the collaboration
between governmental authorities, private sector, and local
communities towards improved livelihoods and prosperity
across the urban-rural continuum.
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SECOND INTERNATIONAL FORUM.ON URBAN-RURAL LINKAGES

Integrating Health and Territorial Development for SustainableLivelihoods

SONGYANG COUNTY, LISHUI CITY, ZHEIJANG PROVINCE, PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
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» OVERVIEW AND OUTCOMES OF IFURL2

International forums on urban-rural linkages are
biennial events organized by UN-Habitat that bring
together partners and practitioners to discuss and
share experiences on matters related to urban-
rural linkages. The first forum was held in 2019
at Songyang County China. It was attended by
over 200 participants from 17 countries majority
being from China.
Forum on Urban-Rural Linkages (IFURL) was
held on 19th and 20th October, 2021 in the same
venue, under the theme, "Integrating health and
territorial development for sustainable livelihoods".

The second International

The forum was co-organised by UN-Habitat, the
Zhejiang Provincial Department of Housing and
Urban-Rural Development, the Health Commission
of Zhejiang Province, Lishui Municipal People's
and Songyang County People's
Government. The event brought together more

Government

than 200 participants from 19 countries, 32 guest
speakers and 18 international organizations. In the
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, which resulted in
travel restrictions, the forum was held in a hybrid
format, with international speakers and audience
connecting virtually, and domestic speakers and
audience participating in person at the venue in
Songyang County.

During the event, critical themes, practices, and
approaches from different entry points and contexts
were discussed on the topic of health and territorial
development. The forum also focused on selected
concrete experiences and good practices in the
prevention and containment of infectious diseases
and the post-outbreak recovery measures in
urban, rural, and peri-urban areas from Melbourne
in Australia, Minna in Nigeria, and Opsterland in
the Netherlands and from Songyang and other
locations in China. The relevance of urban-rural
linkages in public health to promote well-being for
all were highlighted across the Forum.

The key messages from the event were:

1. Urban and rural systems are unified territories
that encompass many patterns of life through
a "living systems" perspective,.

2. The COVID-19 global pandemic has generated
an urgent demand for a better quality of life for
all

3. The climate emergency requires territorial
actions that encompass a balance between
urban and the rural, as a balance of yin and
yang, a balance that employs culture as a
driver to achieve resilience

4. There will be no resilience without recognizing
the role of intermediary cities’ function to
mediate between rural and urban, that also
providing a yin and yang balance to bring to
planetary civilization a strengthening of smaller
cities, towns along with rural areas dominated
by nature that is both cultivated and wild.

5. The concept of care must be at the heart
of new development models to generate
caring economies, which take into account
nature, minorities and female

empowerment,, and are thus more careful with

life and its ecosystems.

migration,

6. Intermediary cities play the linkage role
between rural and urban areas, as well as
between small and big agglomerations within

urban systems.

7. Climate change will change the urban-rural
interface, and all the flows including those that
underpin food systems, placing intermediary
cities at the frontline of climate change impacts

Read More

For more details on the event, including information about each of the sessions,
please visit

and the summary document of

the forum can be found



https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/ifurl2/ 
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/IFURL%202%20Summary%20Report.pdf
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2. Urban-Rural Linkages Projects

» “Leaving no-place behind: Strengthening
Urban-Rural Linkages in Africa”

This project was implemented by UN-Habitat with
partners between 2018 and 2021. The aim of the
project was to support Cameroon, Guinea Conakry,
Nigeria (Niger State) and Tanzania (Zanzibar) to
bridge the urban-rural divide by integrating urban-
rural linkages into Urban Policies. The objective of
the project was to strengthen capacities of policy
makers and change agents at all levels to collect
and use evidence for fostering cross-sectional,
multi-level policies, frameworks and action plans
for integrated and inclusive territorial development
that promote urban-rural linkages and reduce
the development gap. Over 2,500 stakeholders
were involved in the various project activities
including capacity development workshops and
data collection field activities. A total of nineteen
workshops with over 20 participants each were
conducted at the local level in each country and
five regional workshops were also held for the
four countries. These engagements contributed
to identification of priorities in strengthening
urban-rural linkages in each project context and
for collection of data. Countries demonstrated
different priorities for their contexts including food,
transportation, and migration, among others. The
project provided for development and piloting of an
urban-rural linkages toolkit and handbook. Similarly,
the first and second compendia of best practices
on urban-rural linkages were developed during the
project period in quest for existing practices that
could be replicated.

The project successfully achieved the key goal of
integrating urban rural linkages into Urban Policies.
In Niger State, Nigeria, a chapter on urban-rural
linkages was inserted in the urban policy of Niger
State which was adopted in 2021. In Zanzibar the
diagnostic report of urban policy included urban-
rural linkages as a section. In Cameroon the already
completed draft urban policy was reviewed through
the lens of urban-rural linkages and proposals
for changes were made. In Guinea Conakry, the
ongoing drafting of urban policy includes urban-
rural linkages as an overarching issue. The subject
of urban-rural linkages was also covered by national
media in the contexts of the project in Guinea
Conakry and Zanzibar. The project was closed in
March, 2022 at Conakry, Guinea in a multi-country
multi-stakeholder workshop attended by over 35
participants from the project countries, the Food
and Agriculture Organization(FAQ), International
Fund _for Agricultural _Development (IFAD) and
the World Union of Wholesale Markets (WUWM
partners).

Akey outcome of the project agreed upon in the final
workshop was that national and local authorities
need to invest in relevant infrastructure to connect
rural to urban areas, promote the mobility of
goods and services, particularly food products.
Knowledge materials from the project include
workshop reports, policy reviews, country reports
on urban-rural linkages from secondary sources
and data collection and can be found here.

Leaving No Place Behind: Strengthemng
Urban-Rural Lmkages in Afrlca



https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/URL-Handbook.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/compendium-of-case-studies-for-the-implementation-of-the-urban-rural-linkages-guiding-principles
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2ND-Compendium_13102021.pdf
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/integrating-urban-rural-linkages-in-planning-and-policy-a-catalyst-for-sustainable-urbanization-in-africa/
https://www.ifad.org/en/
https://www.ifad.org/en/
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/our-projects-2/#map
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» Supporting Effective Implementation of
the New Urban Agenda through National
and Subnational Urban Policies in Burkina
Faso, Mali, Senegal, and the Democratic
Republic of Congo

Effective
Implementation of the New Urban Agenda through

The project on “Supporting the
National and Subnational Urban Policies” was
implemented in two phases The first phase was in
Burkina Faso and Senegal and the second phase
was in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
and Mali. The project supports the development
of action plans in these countries to strengthen
urban-rural linkages and territorial approaches
within their National Urban Policy processes
based on Agenda 2030 and the New Urban
Agenda. This project also serves as guidance to
governments at national, sub-national and local
levels and to other urban and rural stakeholders
in order to work collaboratively towards a more
inclusive and integrated territorial development
across the urban-rural continuum.

To achieve the project outcomes, policy reviews
through the lens of urban-rural linkages were
conducted in Burkina Faso, Senegal, and the
(DRC). To
evidence-based,

Democratic Republic of Congo
accomplish  this,  various
normative toolkits developed by UN-Habitat were
applied to generate areas for policy action. The
policy reviews were conducted in consultation
with national ministries based on the country's
challenges and opportunities. These policy review
outcome documents will be shared in the fifth
issue of the URL newsletter. In the DRC, data
collection and related activities were conducted
in the smaller town of Beni in order to generate
a detailed analysis of the state of urban-rural
linkages at the local level. In Mali and the DRC,
amidst COVID-19, additional activities are being
conducted to address the challenges stemming
from the pandemic affecting the urban policy
development processes.

3. Urban Rural Linkages SPOTLIGHT

» UN-Habitat and World Union of
Wholesale Markets sign Memorandum of
Understanding in Florence, Italy

The Executive Director of the United Nations
Program  (UN-Habitat),  Ms.
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, and Acting Chairman
of the World Union of Wholesale Markets
(WUWM), Mr. Stéphane Layani, signed a Five-year
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) during the
2021 WUWM Conference, held in Florence (ltaly).
The MoU highlights the integral role of market
and food systems to the rural and peri- urban

Settlements

areas, including the need for both organizations

w

to enhance resilient approaches during
COVID-19 recovery and support more inclusive,
resilient, safe, and sustainable cities and human
settlements globally. Market and food systems are
part of a complex web of physical spaces, where
flows of people, goods and services occur daily,
between rural and urban communities, through
a diversity of parallel distribution systems. The
two organizations share the common alignment
of the markets and food systems anchored
through urban-rural linkages. This cooperation is
also in the context of multi-level governance and
multi-sector approaches to achieve Sustainable

Development Goals and the New Urban Agenda.

Source: https://wuwm.org; https://wuwm.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/WUWM_2021_Conference_Report.pdf
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» UN-Habitat joins the Food and
Agriculture Organization in signing
letters of intent in six African cities for
the Green Cities Initiative

On 21st June 2021, the Green Cities High-
Level Signing Ceremony marked the launch of
the Regional Action Program for Africa. This is
part of the FAO Green Cities Initiative launched
in September 2020 in New York to promote
sustainable agri-food systems and green lifestyles
for better African cities. While addressing the
ceremony as one of the high-level speakers, the
Executive Director of UN-Habitat Ms. Maimunah
Mohd Sharif thanked FAO for being a traditional

» UN-Habitat and the University of Nairobi
sign an agreement of collaboration on
Urban Rural Linkages

In November 2021, UN- Habitat and the University
of Nairobi signed an agreement to research on
impacts of COVID-19 on the transportation of food
along the urban - rural continuum in Cameroon,
Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, and Zimbabwe. The main
activities in the agreement include research on
urban-rural linkages, policy reviews, capacity
building for county government planners in Kenya
and academic support and training for students
of Planning.

and long-term partner of UN Habitat and praised
the promising joint efforts on integrated territorial
approaches, strengthening urban-rural linkages
and innovative approaches to urban and territorial
food systems. The event featured high-level
speakers and a virtual signing of Letters of Intent
with six African cities namely: Praia (Cabo Verde),
Kisumu (Kenya), Nairobi (Kenya), Antananarivo
(Madagascar), Quelimane (Mozambique) and
Kigali (Rwanda) to transform to sustainable agri-
food systems and green lifestyles in urban areas
to become greener, cleaner, more resilient, and
regenerative.

The agreement will play a vital role in establishing
a Centre of Excellence for Urban-Rural Linkages
in Africa, with support of the urban and regional
planning department of the University of Nairobi.
Research on the impacts of COVID-19 on food
mobility along the urban - rural continuum is
being undertaken in all the project countries.
Establishment of the Center was endorsed by Vice
Chancellor of the University of Nairobi, Prof Kiama,
together with other academic leaders during a
project consultation session with UN-Habitat in
January 2022.
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4. Webinars on Urban-Rural Linkages

» The Collective Quest for Resilience: Bio-
Regional Territorial Approaches to Rural-
Urban Integration in Combating Climate
Change

On 30th June 2021, UN-Habitat and partners

organized a webinar themed "Bio-Regional
Territorial Approaches to Urban-Rural Integration
in Combating Climate Change: The Collective Quest

for Resilience”.

Key messages:

Attended by over 100 participants, the webinar
brought together experts, practitioners and thought
leaders from global and regional agencies to explore
the topic of bio-regional territorial approaches to
climate change. The summary report of the webinar
can be accessible here while the complete webinar
can be found here.

»  Territorial integration is complex and multifaceted and urbanization and rural transformation can no

longer be addressed separately, and the processes must be mutually reinforcing.

»  As a perspective on transformation for climate change, and with a vision of the future, human

settlements need to be defined and designed in a unified approach across the urban-rural

continuum.

»  Itis recommended to redefine Urban-Rural Linkages, including a wholistic system of a One Planet

approach within the context of climate change and sustainability.

»  The green transformation is to be treated as a cultural transformation and cannot be achieved purely

through green technologies. By adopting a localization approach, rural regeneration has to be built

locally alongside urban planning and development.

»  Communities are the real boundary spanner, because they span administrative borders and add

community centered vision and mobilization of actors and citizens.

»  There is need to sustain and empower such communities which have a collective impact. Bringing

aesthetics and quality of experiences for people, a sense of place, which goes beyond functionality,

and something which often gets forgotten in re-defining places where people live i.e. the value of

place.

n and individual contributors

Bio-Regional Territorial Approaches to
Urban- Rural Integration in Combating Climate Change:
The Collective Quest for Resilience

Wednesday, 30th June 2021
11am-12noon CET
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Development *(2019)



https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/policy-legislation-and-governance-webinar-series/#s3-session-1
https://youtu.be/CL8VXsxVeyQ
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» Urban-Rural Linkages Webinar in Preparation for the 9* Session of the Africities Summit:
“The Role of Intermediary Cities in Strengthening Urban-Rural Linkages Amid Rapid

Urbanization in Africa”

On 21st January 2022, and as part of preparations
for the Africities Summit, UN-Habitat and UCLG-
Africa organized a webinar to discuss the role
of intermediary cities in strengthening Urban-
Rural Linkages amid rapid urbanization in Africa.

» Urbanization in Africa has been characterized
by having less density in comparison to other
regions; however, small, and intermediary cities
are growing faster than large cities.

» There is an urgent need to rethink how to
manage rapid urbanization in Africa and focus
on intermediary cities along with other human
settlements in the continuum of space and
defining how the places are connected, this
will be a necessary stepping-stone towards
sustainable urbanization.

» The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated
the important role of intermediary cities
to focus on localizing production near the
consumers. The pandemic has also shown
how relevant universal access to healthcare
services is in intermediary cities and how
restrictions to mobility between urban and
rural areas can affect different sectors of the
economy, including food security.

» With empowerment the intermediate cities
of Africa can play a critical role in enhancing
the balance of territorial development, linking
urban and rural communities by acting as
service centers for rural and urban populations,
and playing a major role in accessing goods
and services. Also, by adopting integrated
governance, intermediary cities can play a
central role in ensuring that rural voices are
incorporated, and trust is built between the
people and leaders.

» Intermediate cities can be empowered through
producing coherent policies and enhanced
management of integrated development
plans including local governance. This
can be achieved by continued coordinated
partnerships among the stakeholders in
the continuum of human settlements (UN
agencies, governments, civil society, private
sector) and by strengthening governance
systems.

Speaker's presentations and webinar recordings
can be found here. More details on Africities
Summit to be held in Kisumu, Kenya on 17t to 22
May 2022, are in the last section of the newsletter.
The key messages from the webinar were:

» There should be a focus on the importance of
mainstreaming food systems in local policy
and planning in intermediary cities to enhance
Urban Rural Linkages.

» A Moroccan case study highlights the unique
characteristics of intermediate cities in Africa
such as a sense of belonging and greater
resilience compared to larger metropolitan
areas. Intermediary cities are key players
for agricultural food security and managing
natural landscapes between cities and towns
should be prioritized in policy making and
governance mechanisms.

» Intermediary cities offer an opportunity to
implement climate change adaptation and
mitigation efforts, taking into consideration the
heterogeneity in climate change data and the
rapid changing character of growth in human
settlements.

» Connectivity between the system of cities
can be achieved by applying systems-based
approaches, analyzing various relevant
indicators (i.e. Connectivity Index Analysis),
by understanding the formal and informal
economies better and by investing in hard
infrastructure (roads, electricity) as well as in
soft infrastructure (governance, data, digital).

» In order to enhance urban rural linkages
through intermediary cities, it is essential to
initiate the use of the Regional and Territorial
Plans as a major planning tool through
national visions and strategies. Strong national
visionary documents and development plans
help cover the gap between policies.


https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/policy-legislation-and-governance-webinar-series/#1643093105040-e7d7fa28-3831
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» Webinar on “Building sustainable and
resilient food environments: Market Systems
at the centre of Urban-Rural Linkages”

Held on 21st April, the technical consultation was
jointly organized by World Union of Wholesale
Markets (WUWM), the World Farmers Markets
Coalition, the Market Cities Initiative, with the
support of UN-Habitat, FAO, ICLEIl, Regions4 and
UCLG. The session on markets and food systems
aim was to build on lessons from the impacts of
COVID-19 and ongoing crisis (economic volatility,
increased food insecurity, armed conflicts, climate
change, etc.) affecting food supply chains for all
types of food markets. The webinar was attended
by 115 participants from around the world. Market
actors have been on the front lines of market
innovation, and they need to be represented in policy
debates at local, national and international decision
venues such as parliamentary or intergovernmental
spaces.

The key messages from the technical consultation
include:

+ COVID-19 and conflict induced price volatility
has reinforced the importance of addressing both
informal and formal markets across the urban-rural
continuum and their interaction to promote synergy,
fairness, and inclusion.

+ Market systems are where urban and rural
communities intersect on a daily basis, exchanging
goods, services, information, social and monetary
capitaland these linkages are essential for resilience
and sustainability for cities and territories.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21
15:00 - 16:30 CEST

REGISTER JOIN US

S %] UNGHABITAT

FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE

www.urbanpolicyplatform.org | W

+ Public sector support for market infrastructure
needs to be adapted to the new fragility of supply
chains and support a more complex web of markets
for resilience in food systems.

« Processes of dialogue and policy formation for all
markets critical to feeding human settlements need
investment and capacity development.

+ Public and private sector investment in markets
and market actors needs to be balanced between
support for larger formal wholesale and retail
markets, and support for informal and direct
markets.

« Informal markets are where smallholders are a
majority of producers and traders in many countries
— with upwards of 90% of food for certain cities in
Africa and Asia being supplied by informal markets.

« Small, medium and large farmers, traders and
other intermediaries need fair and transparent
economic conditions and governance frameworks
for functional and mutually prosperous interaction.

UN-Habitat and its partners will carry these
messages into coming venues and processes
including Africities Summit, World Urban Forum
(WUF 11), the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF)
to review progress towards the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and other global fora. At
subnational and national levels, mapping of market
systems is important for strengthening market
systems as part of sustainable urbanization and
preparation for future crises Along the urban-rural
continuum.

Integ’ratiﬁ_gﬂ&arlief . 3

HERE Systems at the (}éhtrejo’f 2

Urban-Rural Linkages.

UGS i

() Regions4

Sueanatia Oovni
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5. UPCOMING KEY EVENTS

» Ninth Session of the Africities Summit

The upcoming ninth edition of the Africities Summit
will be held from the 17th to 21st of May 2022 in
Kisumu, Kenya. The theme of the 9th Africities
Summit is “The Role of Intermediary Cities of
Africa in the Implementation of Agenda 2030 of
the United Nations and the African Union Agenda
2063". The purpose of the summit is to review
policies and institutional frameworks supporting
the integration of rural and urban communities.
The summit will explore the potential for such
integration to help establish the foundation for
local economic development connecting markets
and systems of cities. As intermediary cities are

the spatial interface between urban and rural
development, they can play a significant role in
strengthening urban rural linkages. The summit
will be a major milestone for defining a new
development trajectory in Urban Rural Linkages
through intermediary cities of Africa.

The summit has been organised in consultation
with the Government of Kenya, the Council of
Governors of Kenya, and lead partners including
UN-Habitat, UCLG World, and United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). To find
out more information of the summit, please click
here or visit the website for more updates https://
africities.org//

AFRICITIES 9" SUMMIT

17-21 May 2022,

» WORLD URBAN FORUM 11

The Eleventh Session of the World Urban Forum
(WUF11) will take place in Katowice, Poland
from 26 to 30 June 2022. The theme of WUF11
“Transforming our Cities for a Better Urban
Future” will provide greater insight on the future
of cities based on existing trends, challenges, and
opportunities, as well as suggest ways cities can
be better prepared to address future crises from
pandemics to other shocks including climate
change and economic volatility. Also, without
making the urban spaces livable, more accessible,
and more equitable, it is impossible to progress
towards achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals.

» Further information about WUF 11 is accessible
through the following link.

https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-opens-application-for-

wufl1-events-and-exhibition-space

Kisumu, Kenya

The World Urban Forum has taken place
biannually since its first convening in Nairobi,
Kenya in 2002 and is considered as the world's
premier meeting on sustainable urbanization. This
year more than 10,000 participants (virtually and
in person) will participate in discussions related to
the theme of the forum. Other 5,000 observers will
be able to participate remotely through the "WUF
Alumni Network” initiative. The last World Urban
Forum 10 convened by the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) was held 2
years ago in Abu Dhabi, in February 2020.

WORLD
URBAN
FORUM

ELEVENTH SESSION

KATOWICE, POLAND | 26-30 JUNE 2022
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NORMATIVE PRODUCTS

TOOL DEVELOPMENT

TRAINING AND CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

(=[=]
<)

ADVOCACY AND PARTNERSHIPS

6. Outlook for 2022

i 2022

Compendium of case studies
3rd edition

Draft URL Global Report
and working papers (partner
contributions)

Online database of case
studies

Biodiversity and Urban-Rural
Linkages thematic paper

Updated assessment tools
Interactive assessment tool pilot

Resource collection: URL policies,
tools, laws

Online URL learning

URL-GP for planners, academia etc.

URL global consultations and
webinars

Partner organized URL activities
URL capacity development events

4th and 5th issue URL newsletter

2023
Q » Compendium of case
i studies 4th edition
» URL Global Report
. » Evaluation of tool use/
H adaptation by countries
and subnational actors
. » Evaluation of learning
: manual/guides use
6 » URL webinar series
» Partner inclusion in
events related to launch
of URL Global Report
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7. Knowledge Products on Urban-Rural
Linkages
2021-2022 KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS

» Urban-Rural Linkages and COVID-19: Lessons for
Resilience and Recovery from Crisis

LESSONS FOR RESILIENCE
AND RECOVERY FROM

The report was published in 2022 and provides a summary analysis of cRisis
the global webinar series on the experiences and lessons learned from :
the COVID-19 pandemic through the lens of urban-rural linkages. The
live webinars featured speakers and interactive discussions from 109
countries with nearly 6,000 registrants. The report captures new forms
of cross-sector engagement and collaboration among international

organizations, national and subnational governments, civil society
organizations, research and professional institutions. Themes
addressed include integrated urban-rural policy and governance,
metropolitan and intermediate cities' governance, food and market
systems, migration as well as the application of the URL-GP in the
context of climate change and ecosystem restoration.

» Urban-Rural Linkages and Ecosystem Restoration

This is a working paper for the signature report of the United Nations ;ﬁgé?s%%mmees
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), the Global Land Ik
Outlook published in March 2022. The paper provides case studies, ;
analysis and recommendations for land and ecosystem restoration
at the urban-rural interface at a time of heightened urgency on
multiple fronts on local, national, and international levels. It provides
an overview of how selected cities and subnational governments have
utilized specific entry points or pathways to restoration through, for
example, land-use planning, biodiversity protection, urban forestry,
open-space conservation and food system transformation.

» Urban Rural Linkages- Handbook

The URL handbook was published to collate the resources of M -
8l LINKAGES J

the Urban-Rural Linkages program in the Policy, Legislation and . —
Governance Section (PLGS) of UN-Habitat's Urban Practices ik ’
Branch. This compilation presents an adaptable methodology for
strengthening urban-rural linkages at different levels of governance.
The handbook follows a series of significant progress and results
achieved on urban-rural linkages since the launch of the Urban-Rural

Linkages Guiding Principles and Framework for Action, in 2019.
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WORKSHOP REPORT

DISSEMINATION OF OUTCOMES FROM THE PROJECT:
STRENGTHENING URBAN-RURAL LINKAGES
IN NIGER STATE
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https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Smart-Village-Research_Web2020.pdf
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Localizing%20Urban-Rural%20Linkages%20Tools%20and%20Methodologies%20in%20Selected%20African%20Countries%20Expert%20Group%20Meeting%20Report.pdf
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/urban-rural-linkages/
http://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/URL-GP-Framework-for-Action_English.pdf
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Africity-webinar-report_25042022.pdf
https://www.giz.de/de/downloads/Territorial%20Approaches%20for%20Sustainable%20Development.pdf
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https://unhabitat.org/urban-rural-linkages-newsletter-march-2021-issue-3
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Niger%20State%20Urban-Rural%20Linkages%20Virtual%20Data%20Collection%20Training%20Workshop%20Report.pdf

